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the shares of the railway du Nord continued to fall in value, he considered that with steady work at his novels, and with the help of a successful comedy, he would soon have paid off his debts, and would have a little house of his own, with room for his beautiful things ; which, owing to want of space, and also to fear of his creditors, were never unpacked. It was necessary to prove that he was as young, as fresh, and as fertile as ever, and with this object in view, in June, 1846, he began the two books which were to form the series entitled " L'Histoire des Parents Pauvres." The first, "La Cousine Bette," appeared in the Con-stitutionnel from October to December, 1846, and is intended to represent " a poor relation oppressed by humiliations and injuries, living in the midst of three or four families of her relations, and meditating vengeance for the bruising of her amour-propre, and for her wounded vanity !" * The second received several names in turn. It was first called " Le Vieux Musicien," next " Le Bonhomme Pons," and then "Le Parasite," a title on which Balzac said he had decided definitely. However, Madame Hanska objected, as she declared that " Le Parasite " was only suitable for an eighteenth-century comedy, and the book appeared in April, 1847, as " Le Cousin Pons." Though intensely tragic, it is not as horrible or revolting as its pendant, the gloomy " Cousine Bette " ; and Balzac has portrayed admirably the simple old man with
* <f Correspondence/' vol. ii. p. 243.